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HICKSON® DECOR WAXCOAT

Hickson Decor Waxcoat is a solvent based, penetrating wax coating which
dries to leave a low build, clear, water repellent finish. A clear water
repellent, wax coating, formulated for the protection of externally
exposed timber surfaces, Hickson Decor Waxcoat provides effective
protection against moisture damage. 

AREAS OF USE

Hickson Decor Waxcoat is designed to replenish the surface water beading properties of
preservative pressure treated timber.  However, it may be used on other timber types, providing
that for resinous species such as pine, a period of one year’s weathering are allowed prior to
coating.  This is to avoid reaction with resin.  Brush applied to all types of wood surfaces.
Hickson Decor Waxcoat is ideal for use on timber decking but can also be used for walkways,
pontoons, piers, jetties, exterior cladding, roof shingles, screen fencing, garden furniture, picnic
tables and planters.

MAIN FEATURES
• Provides a highly water repellent finish
• Reduces the timber’s capacity to retain water
• Refreshes any water repellent properties already built-in to pressure treated timbers
• Water droplet repellency

CAN SIZES

Hickson Decor Waxcoat is available in 2.5 and 5.0 litre can sizes.

METHODS OF APPLICATION AND USE OF PRODUCT

By brush, short haired roller.  The product should be applied un-thinned.  Do not apply if the
temperature is below 4ºC. Allow time for absorption along the grain of the timber. Take care not
to over apply and leave thick ‘pooled’ layers of the coating as these may not fully cure and may
result in a cloudy appearance after rain. Mix thoroughly before and during use.

MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING
Remove dust and dirt by washing and any loose material with a stiff brush. Any mould or algae
growth should be removed with a suitable fungicide. Recoat every 1-2 years as required. Clean
brushes and spillages with white spirit.  Remove as much paint as possible from brush before
washing.  Some Local Authorities have special facilities for disposing of waste coatings.  Do no
empty paint into drains and watercourse. Do not use white spirit on skin. A proprietary hand
cleaner should be used.

Protect from extremes of temperature during storage and application.

DATA

Coverage: Approx 5 m2 to 7 m2 per litre depending on the absorbency of the 
timber.

Number of coats: 1 coat should be adequate to the specified coverage.
Additional coats may be applied if required to enhance water repellency
effects and finish.

Drying times: Touch dry in 12 hours. Overcoating after 24 hours.

Shelf life: Minimum 1 year in original sealed cans.  
Store away from extremes of temperature.

VOC EU limit for this product (cat.A/f) 700g/l (2007)/700g/l (2010).

This product contains 611g/l/VOC.
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Polyvine updates its literature as and when necessary. Please ensure you have an up to date copy.
Whilst every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information contained in this document, Polyvine gives no undertaking to that effect and no responsibility
can be accepted for reliance on this information.
® Hickson Decor is registered trademark of Hickson International. Hickson Predec is registered trademark of Arch Timber Protection. © Polyvine 2010.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Read the following prior to use:

Hickson Decor - How to achieve the perfect longer lasting finish
Hickson Decor - Code of Practice
Hickson Decor Waxcoat Health & Safety Sheet

This is just one of a wide range of industrial wood coatings from Polyvine. Should you require
any further information on this, or any other product within our range, simply contact us at the
address below.

POLYVINE LIMITED
Severn Distribution Park,

Sharpness, Gloucestershire,
GL13 9UQ

Tel: 0845 017 1671
Fax: 0845 017 1670

E-mail: info@polyvine.com

EMERGENCY CONTACT
0208 762 8322

(Only use this number in 
the event of a health or 

environmental emergency)

www.hicksondecor.com



a 
SAFETY DATA SHEET 

 
1 IDENTIFICATION OF THE PREPARATION AND COMPANY 
 
PRODUCT NAME AND/OR CODE: Decor Waxcoat 
        
 
INTENDED USE:  Timber protection 
 
 
NAME & FULL ADDRESS: Polyvine Ltd 
 Severn Distribution Park 
 Sharpness 
 Gloucestershire 
 GL13 9UQ 
TELEPHONE NO: 0845 017 1671 
EMERGENCY NO: 0208 762 8322 
 
2 COMPOSITION/INFORMATION OF INGREDIENTS 
 
Substances presenting a health or environmental hazard within the meaning of the CHIP Regulations or which are assigned workplace 
exposure limits. 
 

Workplace Exposure Limits (WEL’s) 
8 hr TWA (1) 15 min STEL (2)

Substance Conc 
Range % 

Symbol 
Letter 

R  
Phrases (5)

ppm(4) mg/m 3(4) ppm (4) mg/m 3(4)

Notations (3)

Naphtha(petroleum),
hydrosulfurised 
heavy 
(CAS: 064742-82-1) 

 50-60  Xn, N 10, 65, 66, 
51/53 

 
 
- 

 
 

600 

 
 
- 

 
 
-  

Stoddard solvent: 
low boiling point 
naphtha unspecified 
<1% benzene. 
(CAS: 8052-41-3) 

 1-5  Xn, N 10, 65, 
51/53 

 
 

(6) 

 
 

(6) 

 
 

(6) 

 
 

(6)  

2-octyl-2H 
isothizol-3-one 
(CAS: 26530-20-1) 

<0.1% T, Xn, C,  
N 

23/24, 22, 
34, 43, 
50/53 

 
(6) 

 
(6) 

 
(6) 

 
(6)  

 
Notes: 
(1) Long term exposure limit – 8 hour time weighted average. 
(2) Short term exposure limit – 15 minute reference period. 
(3) ‘Sk’ indicates a risk of absorption through the skin.  ‘Sen’ indicates a respiratory sensitiser. 
(4)  ‘WEL’s’ are taken from EH40, except those marked ‘SUP’, which are assigned by the supplier of the substance. 

‘Bmgv’ indicates that biological monitoring may be appropriate.  Biological Monitoring Guidance Values are listed in EH40. 
(5) For full text see Section 15. 
(6)      Values have not been assigned by the supplier. 
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3  HAZARDS IDENTIFICATION 
 
The product is classified as flammable, irritant and dangerous for the environment according to the CHIP Regulations. 
Flammable. 
May cause sensitisation by skin contact. 
Repeated exposure may cause skin dryness and cracking. 
Toxic to aquatic organisms. May cause long term adverse effects in the aquatic environment. 
 
 
4 FIRST AID MEASURES 
 
General: 
In all cases of doubt, or when symptoms persist, seek medical attention.  Never give anything by mouth to an unconscious person. 
 
 
Inhalation: 
Remove to fresh air, keep the patient warm and at rest.  If breathing has stopped, administer artificial respiration.  Give nothing by 
mouth.  If unconscious, place in the recover position and seek medical advice. 
 
Eye Contact: 
Contact lenses should be removed.  Irrigate copiously with clean, fresh water for at least 10 minutes, holding eyelids apart and seek 
medical advice. 
 
Skin Contact: 
Remove contaminated clothing.  Wash skin thoroughly with soap and water or use a proprietary skin cleaner. 
DO NOT USE SOLVENTS OR THINNERS. 
 
Ingestion: 
If accidentally swallowed obtain immediate medical attention.  Keep at rest.  Do NOT induce vomiting. 
 
5 FIRE FIGHTING MEASURES 
 
Extinguishing Media: 
RECOMMENDED: Alcohol resistant foam, CO2 powder, water spray/mist 
NOT TO BE USED: Water jet 
 
Recommendations: 
Fire will produce dense black smoke containing hazardous products of combustion (see Section 10). Exposure to decomposition 
products may be a hazard to health.  Appropriate self-contained breathing apparatus may be required.  Cool closed containers exposed 
to fire with water spray.  Do not allow run-off from fire fighting to enter drains or watercourses. 
 
6 ACCIDENTAL RELEASE MEASURES 
 
Exclude sources of ignition and ventilate the area.  Exclude non-essential personnel.  Avoid breathing vapours.  Refer to protective 
measures listed in Sections 7 and 8.  Contain and collect spillages with non-combustible absorbent materials, e.g. sand, earth, 
vermiculite, diatomaceous earth and place in a suitable container for disposal in accordance with the waste regulations (see Section 13).  
Do not allow to enter drains or watercourses.  Clean preferably with a detergent and avoid the use of solvents. 
 
If the product enters drains or sewers the local Water Company should be contacted immediately; in case of contamination of streams, 
rivers or lakes, the relevant environment agency. 
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7 HANDLING AND STORAGE 
 
Handling: 
Vapours are heavier than air and may spread along floors.  They may form explosive mixtures with air.  Prevent the creation of 
flammable or explosive concentrations of vapour in air and avoid vapour concentrations higher than the workplace exposure limits. 
 
Additionally, the product should only be used in areas which all naked lights and other sources of ignition have been excluded.  
Electrical equipment should be protected to the appropriate standard.  Keep the container tightly closed.  Exclude sources of heat, 
sparks and open flame.  Non-sparking tools should be used. 
Avoid skin and eye contact.  Avoid inhalation of vapour and spray mist. 
Smoking, eating and drinking should be prohibited in areas of storage and use. 
For Occupational Exposure Controls, see Section 8. 
 
Never use pressure to empty, the container is not a pressure vessel. 
Always keep in containers made of the same material as the supply container. 
Good housekeeping standards including the regular safe removal of waste materials and regular maintenance of spray booth filters will 
minimise risks of spontaneous combustion and other fire hazards. 
 
The Manual Handling Operations Regulations may apply to the handling of containers of the product.  Refer to the guide weight 
indicated on the container when carrying out assessments. 
 
Storage: 
The storage and use of this product is subject to the requirements of the Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmosphere Regulations 
2002 (DSEAR). The requirements are given in the HSE Approved Code of Practice and Guidance,Storage of Dangerous Substances. 
Up to  250 litres of such highly flammable liquids may be kept in a workroom provided they are kept in a fireproof cupboard or bin.  
Larger quantities must be kept in a separate storeroom conforming to the structural requirements of the regulations.  Further guidance is 
contained in the HSE guidance note Storage of Flammable Liquids in Containers. 
 
Observe the label precautions.  Store between 5 and 25ºC in a dry, well-ventilated place away from sources of heat, ignition and direct 
sunlight.  No smoking.  Prevent unauthorised access. Containers that are opened should be properly resealed and kept upright to 
prevent leakage.  The principles contained in the HSE guidance note Chemical Warehousing: The Storage of packaged Dangerous 
Substances should be observed when storing this product. Store separately from oxidising agents and strongly alkaline and strongly 
acidic materials. 
 
8 EXPOSURE CONTROLS/PERSONAL PROTECTION 
 
Exposure Limits: 
(see Section 2). 
 
Exposure Controls: 
Provide adequate ventilation.  Where reasonably practicable this should be achieved by the use of local exhaust ventilation and good 
general extraction.  If these are not sufficient to maintain concentrations of particulates and/or solvent vapours below the relevant 
workplace exposure limits, suitable respiratory protective equipment should be worn (see Personal Protection below). 
 
Personal Protection: 
All personal protective equipment, including respiratory protective equipment, used to control exposure to hazardous 
substances must be selected to meet the requirements of the COSHH Regulations. 
 
Respiratory Protection: 
Air-fed respiratory protective equipment should be worn when this product is sprayed if the exposure of the sprayer or other people 
nearby cannot be controlled to below the occupational exposure limit and engineering controls and methods cannot reasonably be 
improved. 
 
Hand Protection: 
When skin exposure may occur, advice should be sought from glove suppliers on appropriate types and usage times for this product. 
The instructions and information provided by the glove supplier on use, storage, maintenance and replacement must be followed.  
Barrier creams may help to protect exposed areas of the skin, but are not substitutes for full physical protection.  They should not be 
applied once exposure has occurred. 
 

Product of reference:  Waxcoat Page 3 of 6 18th January 2009 – Revision 2 
 
 
 
 



Eye Protection: 
Eye protection designed to protect against liquid splashes should be worn. 
 
Skin Protection: 
Cotton or cotton/synthetic overalls or coveralls are normally suitable.  Grossly contaminated clothing should be removed and the skin 
washed with soap and water or a proprietary skin cleaner. 
Regular skin inspection of users of this product is recommended.  
ALWAYS WASH YOUR HANDS BEFORE EATING, SMOKING OR USING THE TOILET. 
 
Environmental exposure control: 
See Section 12 for detailed information. 
 
9 PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES 
 
Physical state: Liquid 
Flash Point: >38ºC  Method: Closed cup 
Viscosity: Not determined  Method: Din 4 at 20ºC 
Specific Gravity: 0.94  Method: weight of 100 ml at 20ºC 
Vapour Density (air=1): Not determined 
Lower Explosion Limit: 0.6 % VOL 
Boiling point ( ºC): >150 
Solubility in Water: Not determined 
VOC in g/l: 460 
 
10 STABILITY AND REACTIVITY 
 
Stable under the recommended storage and handling conditions (see Section 7).  In a fire, hazardous decomposition products such as 
smoke, carbon monoxide and carbon dioxide and oxides of nitrogen may be produced. 
Keep away from oxidising agents and strongly alkaline and strongly acidic materials to prevent the possibility of exothermic reaction. 
Keep dirty wipers in an enclosed container. 
 
11 TOXICOLOGICAL INFORMATION 
 
There is no data available on the product itself. The product has been assessed following the conventional method of CHIP and is 
classified for toxicological hazards accordingly. This takes into account, where known, delayed and immediate effects and also chronic 
effects of components from short-term and long-term exposure by oral, inhalation and dermal routes of exposure and eye contact. See 
Sections 3 and 15 for details of the resulting hazard classification. 
Exposure to organic solvent vapours in excess of the stated occupational exposure limit may result in adverse health effects, such as 
irritation of the mucous membrane and the respiratory system and adverse effects on the kidney, liver and central nervous systems.  
Symptoms and signs include headache, dizziness, fatigue, muscular weakness, drowsiness and in extreme cases, loss of consciousness. 
Repeated and prolonged exposure to solvents at levels significantly above WELs may lead to the development of long-lasting central 
nervous system disorders such as chronic toxic encephalopathy. Signs of toxicity include changes in behaviour and memory. 
Solvents may cause some of the above effects by absorption through the skin. Repeated or prolonged contact with the product may 
cause removal of natural fats from the skin, resulting in non-allergic contact dermatitis and absorption through the skin.   
Splashes in the eyes may cause irritation and reversible local damage. Ingestion may result in the following effects: sore throat, 
abdominal pain, drowsiness, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea.    
 
 
 
 
 
12 ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION 
 
There is no data available on the product itself.   
The product has been assessed following the conventional method of CHIP and is classified for ecological hazards accordingly (see 
section 3 and 15 for details). Toxic to aquatic organisms, may cause long term effects in the aquatic environment. Not readily 
biodegradable. 
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The product should not be allowed to enter drains or watercourses or be deposited where it can affect ground or surface waters. 
Air Pollution Control requirements of regulations made under the Environmental Protection Act and Pollution Prevention and Control 
Act may apply to the use of this product (see Section 9 for VOC level). 
 
13 DISPOSAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Do not allow into drains or watercourses or dispose of where ground or surface waters may be affected.  Wastes, including emptied 
containers, are controlled wastes and should be disposed of in accordance with regulations made under the Control of Pollution Act and 
the Environmental Protection Act. 
The classification of this product when mixed with other related materials supplied and disposed of as waste is: 0800111 
(paint/thinners). For Further Information contact your local waste authority. 
Using the information provided in this safety data sheet, advice should be obtained from the relevant environment agency, whether the 
special waste regulations apply. 
 
14 TRANSPORT INFORMATION 
 
Transport within the user’s premises: 
Always transport in closed containers that are upright and secure.  Ensure that persons transporting the product know what to do in the 
event of accident or spillage. 
 
Transport Details: 
UN 1263:  Paint related product 
CLASS 3 - PACKING GROUP III 
Ensure drivers have adequate training. 
 
15 REGULATORY INFORMATION 
 
The product is classified and labelled for supply in accordance with the CHIP Regulations as follows: 
 
R Phrase No Text 
R10 FLAMMABLE 
R43 MAY CAUSE SENSITISATION BY SKIN CONTACT 
R66 REPEATED EXPOSURE MAY CAUSE SKIN DRYNESS OR CRACKING 
R51/53 TOXIC TO AQUATIC ORGANISMS, MAY CAUSE LONG TERM EFFECTS IN THE 
  AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT 
 
S Phrase No Text 
S2 KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 
S28 AFTER CONTACT WITH SKIN, WASH IMMEDIATELY WITH PLENTY OF TEPID 
 SOAPY WATER. 
S29 DO NOT EMPTY INTO DRAINS 
S36/37/39 WEAR SUITABLE PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, GLOVES AND EYE/FACE PROTECTION 
S38 IN CASE OF INSUFFICIENT VENTILATION, WEAR SUITABLE RESPIRATORY 
 EQUIPMENT 
S46 IF SWALLOWED SEEK MEDICAL ADVICE IMMEDIATELY AND SHOW THIS 

CONTAINER OR LABEL. 
 
 
The information contained in this safety data sheet does not constitute the user’s own assessment of workplace risks as required by 
other health and safety legislation.  The provisions of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act and the Control of Substances Hazardous 
to Health Regulations apply to the use of this product at work. 
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16 OTHER INFORMATION 
 
Text of other R phrases listed in Section 2. 
R Phrase No Text 
R22   HARMFUL IF SWALLOWED 
R23/24   TOXIC BY INHALATION AND IN CONTACT WITH SKIN  
R34   CAUSES BURNS 
R50/53   VERY TOXIC TO AQUATIC ORGANISMS, MAY CAUSE LONG-TERM ADVERSE 
    EFFECTS IN THE AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT. 
R65   HARMFUL, MAY CAUSE LUNG DAMAGE IF SWALLOWED 
 
The information contained in this safety data sheet is provided in accordance with the requirements of CHIP Regulations. 
 
The product should not be used for purposes other than those shown in Section 1 without first referring to the supplier and obtaining 
written handling instructions.  As the specific conditions of use of the product are outside the supplier’s control, the user is responsible 
for ensuring that the requirements of relevant legislation are complied with. 
 
The information contained in this safety data sheet is based on the present state of knowledge and current national legislation.  It 
provides guidance on health, safety and environmental aspects of the product and should not be construed as any guarantee of technical 
performance or suitability for particular applications. 
 
Further information and relevant advice can be found in the following: 
 
The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (SI 2002: 2677)  
COSHH Essentials: easy steps to control chemicals, HSG193. Details of Control Guidance Sheets, which may be relevant to the 
particular conditions of use, can also be found in this publication.  
Chemical Warehousing: The storage of packaged dangerous Substances HSG71 
Storage of Flammable Liquids in Containers HSG51  
The Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 (SI 1992: 2793) 
The Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmosphere Regulations DSEAR 2002: Approved Code of Practice and Guidance, L138 
Storage of Dangerous Substances DSEAR 2002:  Approved Code of Practice and Guidance, L135 
Control and Mitigation Measures, DSEAR 2002: Approved Code of Practice and Guidance, L136 
Safe Maintenance, Repair and Cleaning Procedures, DSEAR 2002: Approved Code of Practice and Guidance, L137 
Design of Plant, Equipment and Workplaces, DSEAR 2002: Approved Code of Practice and Guidance L134 
The Environmental Protection (Duty of Care) Regulations 1992 (SI 1992: 2839) 
EH40/## Occupational Exposure Limits, HSE Books 
A Guide to Working with Solvents, INDG 272 
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